2026 SPA FIELD TRIP 
EXPLORING REVOLUTIONARY WAR ARCHAEOLOGY
JULY 16-19, 2026
TRIP INFORMATION
INSTRUCTIONS: 
Please register for this trip using the fillable form available on the SPA website at https://pennsylvaniaarchaeology.com/annual-field-trip/  or download, complete ,and mail the document version of this form to Ken Burkett at kenburkett@comcast.net or

Ken Burkett
Society for Pennsylvania Archaeology
P.O. Box 213
New Bethlehem, PA 16242

Registration must be completed before May 30, 2025. One form should be completed for each participant. Payment of $450 is also required by May 30. You may pay online at the SPA website using one of the payment methods listed or by mailing a check to Ken at the address above. The fee this year is the same for members and members’ guests. This fee covers bus rental, three lunches, and one group dinner as well as any entrance, tour, and speaker fees. Our hotel has a free breakfast buffet, but Thursday and Friday dinners as well as the hotel cost (see below) will be the participants’ responsibility. 

We recognize that this is one of the highest trip fees we have charged, due to the cost of the bus and the area to which we are traveling. As usual, we are offering this trip at cost to members. The SPA does not make money on these trips but plans them for the good of the society, and charges what we believe it will cost us with costs such as the bus rental pro-rated among participants. The more people we have participating, the cheaper the pro-rated amount becomes. This year, we must have twenty-five participants to break even, so do invite family and friends. If you would like to come, but find this cost a hardship, please contact us about possible sources of funding help.

HOTEL: 
Participants must book their own hotel rooms.

We are staying at the:

Hampton Inn and Suites
40 State Farm Drive
Glen Mills, PA 19342

Dates: Thursday 7/16 – Sunday 7/19. If you are not with the Western Pennsylvania group, you may book a fourth night and leave on Monday 7/20 if you need to. You should use this link https://www.hilton.com/en/attend-my-event/cfordhx-spa-d1ef9a47-7a68-44f9-a07f-e6dc8b5abba7/ or call the hotel address at 610-358-9540 and indicate that you are with the Society for Pennsylvania Archaeology block of rooms.  Please note these reservations must be made by June 20 to secure the rate of $149 for a double occupancy room with either two queens or a king bed. With taxes and fees, the estimated total is $162.41 per night, or $487.23 per room for three nights ($243.62 per person if shared). 

ITINERARY
We are planning another wonderful trip that you really do not want to miss. This trip is a chance to learn more about the archaeology of the Revolutionary War period while visiting Philadelphia and during the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence. The highlights of our current schedule are below.

THURSDAY, JULY 16
The trip will officially begin at 7:30 PM on Thursday with an orientation and introduction to help you frame the weekend activities and meet other participants. If you are from Western Pennsylvania, you can choose to board the bus at the Cracker Barrel Store at New Stanton, PA. where we are working on arranging parking. This bus will leave at approximately 1 PM, but details are TBD and will be shared in June after the registration deadline.

FRIDAY, JULY 17
On Friday July 17, the bus will take us into Center City Philadelphia to the Museum of the American Revolution (https://www.amrevmuseum.org/ ). This relatively new museum opened in 2017, and we are excited about our time there. We have arranged both a tour of exhibits highlighting archaeological material and a lunch lecture about the excavations which were completed prior to building the museum. In the afternoon, participants will have a chance to explore a little of Independence National Historical Park (https://www.nps.gov/inde/index.htm) on their own before meeting for a late afternoon tour of Independence Hall. We are hoping to get everyone on the Expanded Tour, which means we will be taken to the second floor (stair access only) of the building, something that only happens once a day. Dinner and the evening will be on your own or with other participants.

SATURDAY, JULY 18
This will be another full day beginning with a morning visit to Fort Mifflin on Mud Island at the southern end of Philadelphia (https://www.fortmifflin.us/plan-your-visit/) where American troops held off the British fleet for six weeks in 1777. This prevented the British from resupplying their forces that had just occupied Philadelphia. At Fort Mifflin, we will be given a tour by Dr. Kimberly Max Brown of the U Penn museum who has been running a Veterans archaeology program at the fort. After our picnic lunch we will head to the other side of Philadelphia and Washington Crossing Historic Park,  one of the state parks managed by Pennsylvania Department of Conservation and Natural Resources (DCNR)                                          (https://www.washingtoncrossingpark.org/). This park commemorates the famous crossing of the Delaware by Washington and his troops. We will be met by Kim McCarty, Museum Curator, who will give us a tour that includes time at the Visitors Center as well as time at the Thompson-Neely house and encampment used by Washington. We may also be able to climb the Bowman’s Hill tower at the park built to commemorate a lookout for Washington and his army. From this vantage point we can see the landscape and the river as well as envision the scene in December 1776.

That evening, on our way back to our hotel in Glenn Mills, we will stop for a group dinner at the      historic General Warren Inn (https://www.generalwarren.com/)  in Malvern, PA. The trip fee will cover most of your dinner at this historic inn; we will not cover alcohol and will set a $45 limit after which participants are welcome to cover other costs. 

SUNDAY, JULY 19 
On the final day of the trip, we will pack up and check out of our hotel (unless you have decided to stay longer). Participants, who are not from Western Pennsylvania will take their own cars or carpool for our morning activities while the rest of us will simply board the bus. 
We hope to begin the day with a brief, self-guided stop at the Brandywine Battlefield Park (https://www.brandywinebattlefield.org/), a PHMC property located just down the road from our hotel. This is where one of the most significant battles of the Revolution took place when in September 1777 Washington tried unsuccessfully to stop the British from taking Philadelphia. Then, we will go to Valley Forge Historical Park, a PHMC property (https://www.nps.gov/vafo/index.htm \) The details of this stop are still being worked out, but we probably will start at the Visitors Center, possibly meet with the Park Archaeologist, and take our bus on a self-guided tour of the nine-mile driving loop. Depending on time, we will make various stops along this loop, but minimally we plan to stop at Washington’s headquarters. Then, we will end the trip with a lunch picnic and after this disperse.
We hope you agree this will be a great long weekend with the SPA.
 
If you have any questions about the details and arrangements or about whether this trip is for you, please contact Sarah Neusius  at sraahneusius@gmail.com/ 724 388-0459 or John Nass at john.nass.1813@gmail.com


